
The area around Shibata-machi and Ogawara-machi is a renowned spot to view cherry 
blossoms. Enjoy the ultimate cherry blossom experience from multiple perspectives—by a 
river walkway, a slope car, a dedicated bridge and many more!
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Mascot for Flower 
Town Shibata

Hanami-chan

Address: 2-3-45 Funaokachuo, Shibata-machi, Shibata-gun, 
　　　　Miyagi Prefecture
Tel: 0224-55-2123 / Fax: 0224-55-4172
URL: http://www.town.shibata.miyagi.jp

Shibata-machi Trade, Industry, and Tourism Division

Shibata-machi Tourism and Products Association
URL: http://www.skbk.or.jp/

Ogawara-machi Tourism and Products Association
URL: http://www.oogawara.com/

Address: Shinminami 19, Ogawara-machi, Shibata-gun,  
 Miyagi Prefecture
Tel: 0224-53-2659 / Fax: 0224-53-3818
URL: https://www.town.ogawara.miyagi.jp

Ogawara-machi Trade, Industry, and Tourism Division

nformation

Access

Visit our website for the latest information 
about sakura blooming conditions, the 
best scenic spots, places to visit, great 
restaurants, sites for cultural experiences 
and much more! 

W ebsite http://th.hitome-senbonzakura.com/

By Shinkansen

Tokyo Station Sendai Station

1 hour 35 minutes by Tohoku Shinkansen

By Train

Sendai Station
Funaoka Station or
Ogawara Station

Funaoka Station or
Ogawara Station

30 minutes by JR Tohoku Main Line

By Car

Sendai Station
Funaoka Station or
Ogawara Station

　　　　　

1-hour drive via Tohoku Expressway or Route 4

By Air

Narita Airport Sendai Airport Natori Station

1-hour flight 

10 minutes by Sendai Airport Access Line 

4

20 minutes by JR Tohoku Main Line

Mascot for the Ogawara-machi 
Tourism Promotion

Saku-Lucky

4

Website Facebook Tourist Information
(Facebook)
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This park that spreads along Shiroishi River was completed in 2017. It is sur-
rounded by cherry blossom trees, and is equipped with facilities such as a stage 
that can host various events. On top of cherry blossom trees, a variety of flowers
are planted to make this new cherry blossom spot that embody the concept of 
Flower Town Shibata. On a sunny day, visitors can enjoy a magnificent view of 
cherry blossom trees and Zao mountain range together.
20-minute walk from Funaoka Station (1.5km) 

Shiroishi River Sen-ou Park

Recommended Routes
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A Walk Along the River START

JR Funaoka Station

JR Ogawara Station

Sakura Viewing Houseboat

Nighttime sakura illumination is 
also a must!

Stroll through the town

Enjoy Sakura Market and 
Hitome Senbon Zakura!

Discover local sweets at 
the shopping street!

Sakura Market

Niragamizeki Weir

START

JR Funaoka Station

JR Funaoka Station

Shibata Sakura Matsuri
Venue: Funaoka Castle Ruins Park

Shibata Sakura Matsuri
Venue: Funaoka Castle Ruins Park

The slope car takes you 
to the summit.

Shibata Sen-ou-kyou Bridge

START

JR Ogawara Station

JR Ogawara Station

Experience Local Culture

Ogawara-machi’s Hanshoin: The Temple of the East is known to be a 
temple that brings people encounters with somebody special; try find-
ing the heart mark hidden on the statue of the deity of mercy. In the 
shopping street, you can find traditional Japanese sweets and sweet 
dumplings that are available only during the sakura period. Discover 
the unique charm of local towns, where time flows differently.

Panorama of Sakura

Stroll through Funaoka Castle Ruins Park, which was selected as one 
of “Japan’s Top 100 Cherry Blossom Viewing Spots.” As you go 
through the tunnel of sakura in the slope car, you can enjoy a breath-
taking view of 2,500 sakura in layers. Don’t miss the chance to 
explore the townscape near the park, which is filled with the atmo-
sphere of samurai houses and local gourmet foods!

Stroll along the Shiroishi River with endless sakura, visiting two 
vibrant Sakura Matsuri. The route includes plenty of fascinating 
stops—such as opportunities to rest and snack at Sakura Market, and 
viewing sakura from a little houseboat cruise.

Ogawara Sakura Matsuri
Venue: Shiroishigawa Park

Ogawara Sakura Matsuri
Venue: Shiroishigawa Park

Countless sakura trees blossom along the embankment of Shiroishi River, which runs through Oga-
wara-machi and Shibata-machi. This magnificent scenery of cherry blossom trees—spanning as long 
as 8 km—forms Hitome Senbon Zakura, which translates as “a thousand cherry blossom trees in one 
view.” Its extraordinary beauty has earned it a place in Japan’s Top 100 Cherry Blossom Viewing 
Spots. Together with the map on the next page, this section introduces you to our recommended 
routes with a variety of elements such as superb sakura-viewing spots, diverse restaurants, and oppor-
tunities to explore the local townscape, which will make your visit even more enjoyable.

Recommended Routes

Hanshoin

Sakura and Daffodil Riverwalk

Mt.Niragami Observation Platform

We begin to introduce the 
spots in detail on page 8!
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Ogawara Sakura Matsuri Venue

Houving Bakery

Sakuranosato Store & Cafe

Sendai-ya Kashi Honpo

Goke Seiniku-ten

Kasho Sanzen Ogawara Bypass Store

Ganso Sarashi-Yoshi-Ame Hompo Ichibaya

Tonton-no-Oka Mochibuta-Kan Main Store

Nigiwai Plaza Tourist Space

25

26

24

27

28

29

30

31

32 Shiratori Shrine 

Daikoji Temple

Hanshoin

Saishoin

Otakayama Shrine

Shibata Kyodokan Museum

33

34

35

36

37

Shiroishi River Sen-ou Park

Niragamizeki Weir

Sakura Viewing Houseboat

Mt. Niragami Observation Platform

Slope Car

Shibata Sen-ou-kyou Bridge

Observation Deck

Funaoka Castle Ruins Park

Sakura Market

Taiyo-no-Mura

Ogawara Natural Hot Spring “Ii-yu”

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Jinya

Mino Sushi

Shofukutei

Misomaru Menjiro

Pâtisserie Tanto

CAFÉ Daidai

Ogino

Nadaman

Kusaka

Sakuraya

Ishikawa

Kitaya

13

14

12

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

JR
 To
ho
ku
 M
ain
 Li
ne

JR
 To
ho
ku
 M
ain
 Li
ne

Og
aw
ara
 St
ati
on

Og
aw
ara
 St
ati
on

Funaoka S
tation

Funaoka S
tation

4

4

4

4

14

14

110

115

116

113

50

14

50

216

N

21

35

22

20

34

29

3

19

28

4

1 9

8

5

25

12

15

24 27
7

16

37
32

33

26

17
14

13

6

23

31

10

11

36

30

Sakura Gourmet Souvenirs  Shrines and Temples

Spots in the   map

A
B

C

Nighttime Sakura
Illumination

Nighttime Sakura
Illumination

Sakura and Daffodil 
Riverwalk

Sakura Stone
Monument

Ogawara-machi 
Town Hall

Shibata-machi
Town Hall

Shiroishi River

Shibata Sakura Matsuri Venue

18

Restroom

Free Wi-Fi Tourist Information

2

Recommended
Routes MAP

Map available online

Miyagi Brochure_EN-TH.indd   7-8Miyagi Brochure_EN-TH.indd   7-8 19/3/2562   18:27:3019/3/2562   18:27:30



8 9

The Mt. Niragami is a small mountain measuring 94 meters in height. 
Located at the top of a 280-step staircase is an observation platform that 
lets visitors oversee the entire Hitome Senbon Zakura. This popular route 
from Ogawara Station passes rows of cherry trees on the Shiroishi River up 
to the Mt. Niragami Observation Platform and allows visitors to look back 
down on the beautiful path that they just took.
60-minute walk from Ogawara Station (5.4km) 

Mt. Niragami Observation Platform

The “Ogawara Sakura Matsuri” is a festival that is held while the 
cherry blossoms are in full bloom. It is located close to the 
station. Ohanami Bento, along with a variety of stalls, is available. 
Between 6 pm and 10 pm the cherry blossom trees are illuminated, 
giving it a wondrous beauty that sets it apart from the experience 
during the day.
Location: Shiroishigawa Park
3-minute walk from Ogawara Station (400m)

Nighttime Sakura Illumination
A superb viewing spot that lets you observe all of the Hitome 
Senbon Zakura along the Shiroishi River with Mt. Zao in the 
background. This beautiful scenery has been selected as one of 
the “36 Scenic Spots with Miyagi Zao.” Experience the contrast 
between the snow-covered mountains and the blooming cherry 
trees, as well as the Shiroishi River reflecting it all.
20-minute walk from Ogawara Station (1.5km) 

Niragamizeki Weir

Places with the Best View

Hours: 10:00–16:00　Admission: Adults 1,500 yen, Children of 12 years 
old and under 800 yen (houseboat cannot be reserved)

Sakura Viewing Houseboat

The houseboat leaves for a leisure-
ly, 30-minute round-trip, starting 
from the Sakura Matsuri Site to just 
before the Niragamizeki Weir that is located downstream. Please 
enjoy the reflections of the cherry blossoms along the Shiroishi 
River Embankment on the water and the blissful experience of 
gazing on these beautiful trees from the gently swaying boat.
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Places with the Best View

The Sen-ou-kyou Bridge (Thousand Cherry Blossom Bridge) is a 
12-meter-high and 87-meter-long pedestrian bridge that opened in 
2015. The bridge provides easier access to the Shiroishi River 
Embankment, and standing on it affords you with an eye-level view
of the cherry blossoms. The composition of the train and the cherry 
blossoms is quite rare, making it an exceptional photo spot as well.
20-minute walk from Funaoka Station (1.5km)

Shibata Sen-ou-kyou Bridge

On the observation deck only a short way up from the Shibata 
Sen-ou-kyou Bridge stands a fir tree famously associated with the NHK 
historical drama “Mominoki-ha-nokotta (The Fir Tree Remained),” 
which aired in 1970. There are tourists who come just to see this tree. The 
deck offers a pleasant view of the Hitome Senbon Zakura on the embank-
ment of the Shiroishi River.   20-minute walk from Funaoka Station (1.5km)

Observation Deck  (Funaoka Castle Ruins Park)

   

   

   

The top of Park is the only place where you can enjoy a truly breathtaking 
view that consists of 1,300 blossoming cherry trees at the park—some of 
which are more than 90 years old—and 1,200 more cherry trees that 
bloom along the 8-km stretch of the Shiroishi River Embankment. 
Together these trees create a magnificent scene of 2,500 blossoming 
cherry trees in multiple layers. The slope car to the top of the park is a 
must. You'll be amazed by the tunnel of cherry blossoms in its path.      
15-minute walk from Funaoka Station (1.2km)

Funaoka Castle Ruins Park

The slope car ascends and descends between the car parking area at the Funaoka 
Castle Ruins Park and the area close to the top. The one-way, 305-meter trip 
takes 4 minutes. While it usually operates only on weekends and national holi-
days, visitors can ride it every day during the Sakura Matsuri. Experience the 
view from this slope car that brings you right inside a tunnel of cherry blossoms.  

Slope Car

Hours: 9:00–17:00
Admission (Both Ways): Adults 500 yen, Children 300 yen, Group discounts available
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After Sakura Recommendations

During the period of Sakura Matsuri, Sakura Market is held in the open 
space below the Shibata Sen-ou-kyou Bridge, Enjoy a restful break with a 
special bento for cherry blossom viewing, diverse local gourmet stands, 
and local specialty shops.
Sakura Market / Opening Period: April

Sakura Market

Located on a 200-meter-high plateau, visitors can look down on the Abu-
kuma River, the Shiroishi River and even the Pacific Ocean. The view 
from the Zao Mountain Range is truly superb. The northern part of the 
location  offers a treasury of wild plants and birds, making it a perfect 
spot for hiking.  

Taiyo-no-Mura

Visit Ogawara-machi’s first natural free-flowing hot spring. The water of this 
onsen is called “Bihada-no-Yu,” and it is said to benefit the skin by gently 
permeating it. Hot springs from which you can gaze upon the landscapes in 
all four seasons are relaxing to both body and soul.

Ogawara Natural Hot Spring “Ii-yu”

Address: Kita 185-11, Nittera, Ogawara-machi
Hours: 10:00–22:00 (Hot Spring), 11:00–21:00 (Cafeteria)
Closed on the 3rd Wednesday of the month (4th Wednesday only in April)
Tel: 0224-51-5110 / Parking: 160 cars / Access: 5-minute drive from Ogawara Station

Address: Ueno 4-1, Honfunabasama, Oaza, Shibata-machi / Hours: 9:00–17:00
Closed on Mondays (open if a Monday is a public holiday and closed on the following day)   
Tel: 0224-56-3970 / Parking for 50 cars / Access: 10-minute drive from Funaoka Station

The 140-year-old traditional residence will take your breath away. Here daimyo, 
(feudal lords) were served ozen, a set meal on a four-legged tray. Experience a 
taste of the daimyo life and enjoy ozen in a leisurely atmosphere.

Address: Funaokachuo 2-3-26, Shibata-machi
Hours: 11:00–20:00 / Closed on Mondays
Tel: 0224-54-1429
Capacity: 72 + 16 (separate room) / Parking: 45 cars
Access: 8-minute walk from Funaoka Station (600m)

In an authentic Japanese settings, you can enjoy a selection of high-quality sushi 
in a reasonable price for lunch. For dinner, sake and seasonal cuisine are served 
for you to fully taste Japanese culture.

Address: Wakabacho 2-1, Shibata-machi
Hours: 11:30–14:00, 17:30–21:00
Closed on Mondays / Tel: 0224-55-3532
Capacity: 34 / Parking: 8 cars
Access: 15-minute walk from 
　　　　Funaoka Station (1.2km)

(Jinya)

(Mino Sushi)

Soba

Sushi

The restaurants in Shibata-machi and Ogawara-machi offer countless ways to combine the visual gran-
deur of the cherry blossom with an equally remarkable gourmet experience. Find below a selection of 
places that will leave you full and happy!

13

This recently refurbished family restaurant offers private rooms for 
customers to enjoy dishes that range from seafood, such as rice bowls 
topped off with eel, to noodles, tempura and even cow tongue.

Address: Shinsakuracho 1-12, Ogawara-machi
Hours: 11:00–15:00 (L.O. 14:30) 
            17:00–22:00 (L.O. 21:30)
Tel: 0224-53-4214 / 0120-700-002
Capacity: 110 / Parking: 25 cars 
Access: 20-minute walk from 
　　　   Ogawara Station (1.5km)

This large-scale restaurant serves authentic, homemade soba (buckwheat 
noodles) in the style called “Sarashina”. Enjoy a cherry blossom variation and get 
an additional boost of vitamin C with the post-meal “Soba-yu.”

Address: Shinhigashi 24-5, Ogawara-machi
Hours: 11:00–14:30 / 17:00–21:00 (L.O. 20:30)
Closed on Wednesdays / Tel: 0224-51-8773
Capacity: 96 + 48 (separate room) / Parking: 40 cars 
Access: 20-minute walk from Ogawara Station (1.5km)

(Nadaman)Japanese Cuisine

(Ogino)Soba
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This restaurant serves as a haven of stability that has been spoiling its customers 
with irresistible Japanese home cooking, such as katsudon—a bowl of rice topped 
off with a juicy pork cutlet—in a nostalgic environment.

Address: Nishifunabasama 1-8-55, Shibata-machi
Hours: 11:00–19:30 / Closed on Tuesdays
Tel: 0224-54-2335 / Capacity: 20 / Parking: 12 cars
Access: 17-minute walk from Funaoka Station (1.3km)

-

(Shofukutei)Katsudon

We are looking forward to your visit!

For every season, Tanto offers different themed cookies and cakes. Bring back a 
nice memory with an assortment of the store’s baked goods to spoil yourself or 
loved ones at home. 

Address: Funaoka-nishi 1-9-19-2, Shibata-machi
Hours: 10:00–18:30 
Closed on Mondays and the third Sunday of the month
Tel:  0224-87-6441 / Capacity: 20 / Parking: 5 cars
Access: 8-minute walk from Funaoka Station (600m)

-

(Pâtisserie Tanto)
Cakes & 

Cookies

Kusaka specializes in tonkatsu (fried pork cutlets) and other variations. The interi-
or design is reminiscent of a mountain hut and guests can enjoy the view of the 
cherry blossoms from the terrace on the second floor.

Address: Machi 166-3, Ogawara-machi
Hours: 11:00–14:30 / 17:00–20:30
Closed on Mondays and the first Sunday of the month
Tel: 0224-53-4794 / Capacity: 42 / Parking: 8 cars
Access: 11-minute walk from Ogawara Station (900m)

- -

(Kusaka)Pork Cutlet

The flavor of miso, Japanese cuisine’s staple ingredient, differs greatly between 
regions. With a wide variety of ramen that incorporates miso from all over the 
country, customers can go on a culinary journey through Japan. 

Address: Nishifunabasama 1-7-43, Shibata-machi
Hours: 11:30–15:30, 17:20–20:00（L.O. 19:45）
Closed on Mondays

Tel: 0224-55-5058 / Capacity: 20 / Parking: 11 cars
Access: 16-minute walk from Funaoka Station (1.3km)

-1

※

(Misomaru Menjiro)Ramen

During the cherry blossom season, customers line up outside this store to grab a 
couple of the special seasonal dango dumplings. The homely atmosphere makes 
for a pleasant shopping experience.

Address: Nishimachi 120-1, Ogawara-machi
Hours: 8:30–19:00 from Monday to Saturday
　　　 8:30–18:00 on Sundays and national holidays
Tel: 0224-52-1703 / Parking: 4 cars
Access: 15-minute walk from Ogawara Station (1km)

-
-

 (Ishikawa)Confectionery

Pasta & 
  Sweets

*Open every day during the cherry blossom season

The couple that owns this bright restaurant on the outskirts of town offers 
delicious pasta, cheesecake, and unforgettable hospitality to their customers. 
Handmade goods from local producers are also available. 

Address: Nishifunabasama 1-8-58, Shibata-machi
Hours: 11:00–18:00 (Lunch L.O. 14:30)
Closed on Thursdays
Tel: 0224-86-4244 / Capacity: 16 / Parking: 6 cars
Access: 17-minute walk from Funaoka Station (1.4km)

-

 (CAFÉ Daidai)

Sakuraya’s main attraction is Kamameshi, which is rice prepared in an iron pot, 
topped off with salmon, salmon roe, and crab. The rice becomes slightly burned, 
bringing another dimension to its flavor and texture.

Address: Nishisakuracho 1-1, Ogawara-machi
Hours: 11:30–14:30 (L.O. 14:00) 

17:00–20:00 (L.O. 19:30)
Closed on Mondays / Tel: 0224-53-1490
Capacity: 48 / Parking: 8 cars 
Access: 15-minute walk from 
              Ogawara Station (1.2km)

-
-

 (Sakuraya)Kamameshi

This family-run store is in its 85th year of business. Throughout the four seasons, 
the third generation sister and brother will put a smile on your face with their 
colorful pastry and Japanese sweets.

Address: Suehiro 55, Oya, Ogawara-machi
Hours: 8:30–18:30 / Open every day
Tel: 0224-52-1577 / Parking: 5 cars
Access: 7-minute walk from Ogawara Station (500m)

-

 (Kitaya)Confectionery
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“Shiratori” means “white bird” or “swan”. Since ancient times, the 
people of Shibata-machi and Ogawara-machi worshipped swans—
celestial birds and messengers of gods. Many gods (kami) are being 
enshrined here, but the most important one is Yamato Take-
ru-no-mikoto—a legendary warrior, who turned into a large white bird 
after his death. He is a protector of all kinds of fighters, including 
students and entrepreneurs!

Shiratori Shrine 
Feel more confident in your life quest.

Address: Funaoka-nishi 1-6-3, Shibata-machi
Tel: 0224-54-1221 / Access: 10-minute walk from Funaoka Station (750m)

You don’t have to “learn” to appreciate cherry blossoms. Yet at the 
same time, they are deeply connected to the Japanese religion and 
worldview. When winter is over and the world is awaking for spring, 
it is the most suitable time for a small private pilgrimage. Explore 
fascinating local temples and shrines to bring even more meaning to 
your cherry blossom experience!

Born in Latvia, Donnere is now in the Department of Religious 
Studies, Faculty of Arts and Letters, Tohoku University, 
researching the worshipping of Jizo (Buddhist statues). She 
has visited more than 200 shrines and temples in Miyagi.

Aliise Donnere 
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Shrines and Temples

Almost all locations 
are walking distance 
from the station!

Souvenirs

Amago-no-Yuzu is a Shibata-machi 
specialty. Yuzu citrus and rich butter 
give this yuzu-scented sweet a clean, 
light taste. Enjoy it with the bakery’s 
freshly prepared breads! 

Yuzu juice is lavishly used to create a deep, 
fruity flavor. Since it is easy to drink and 
comes with a pleasant aroma, it is highly 
recommended to female customers.

Shibata Yuzu Sake

※ 

Sakuranosato Store & Cafe
Located in Funaoka Castle Ruins Park
Tel: 0224-87-7101
Hours: 9:00–17:00 / Closed on Mondays

Homemade Doburoku made 100% from Hitome-
bore rice. Comes in the flavors “Otoko Zakura,” 
which maintains the flavor of rice, and “Onna 
Zakura,” whose texture is reminiscent of wine.

Doburoku Otoko Zakura / Onna Zakura
(Unfiltered Sake)

Tonton-no-Oka Mochibuta-Kan Main Store
Kita 185-11, Nittera, Ogawara-machi 
Tel: 0224-51-5811 / Hours: 10:00–19:00 / Closed on the
3rd Wednesday of the month (4th Wednesday only in April)
 *This product is available at the Ogawara Sakura Matsuri as well.

Famed seasoning handmade by the mothers 
of Shibata-machi that bring out the flavor, 
aroma and colors of local ingredients. Avail-
able in three flavors: Green Pepper Miso, 
Yuzu Sugar and koji (malted rice).

Amago-no-Kiwami

A seasonal treat, sold only during the winter 
from 20th September to May. It is character-
ized by a melting quality that is similar to 
light, sweet snow the moment you put it into 
your mouth. 

Sarashi-Yoshi-Ame

Ganso Sarashi-Yoshi-Ame Hompo Ichibaya
Machi 251, Ogawara-machi / Tel: 0224-52-1258
Hours: 8:00–19:00 / Irregular Closure

This space boasts rich selection of tourist information
about Ogawara-machi and goods of Saku-lucky, the
Mascot for theOgawara-machi Tourism Promotion. 
The photo-booth, in which you can take a selfie like
a Saku-lucky, is also very popular!

A Space Packed with Sakura Tourist Information

Nigiwai Plaza Tourist Space
Located in Ogawara Koryu Center, Machi 196, Ogawara-machi Ogawara-machi Tourism 
and Products Association 
Hours: 9:00–17:00 / Closed on Mondays
Parking: 40 cars / HP http://www.oogawara.com

Kita-no-Yuzuhime
Rich and tender original custard cream 
is enclosed in fluffy dough to make Hagi 
no Tsuki, a sweet widely known as one 
of specialties of Sendai.

Shinhigashi 20-11, Ogawara-machi
Tel: 0224-53-1221
Hours: 9:00–18:00 / Open every day

Hagi no Tsuki

Kasho Sanzen Ogawara Bypass Store
2-4-49 Funaokachuo, Shibata-machi
Tel: 0224-55-4358 / Hours: 9:00–17:30  
Closed on Sundays and public holidays

Houving Bakery

Sendai-ya Kashi Hompo
Funaokachuo 2-12-23, Shibata-machi
Tel: 0224-54-2031 / Hours: 8:30–19:00
Closed on New Year’s Day

Tasty Finger Foods >>>
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※ 

(or the following day when Monday is a national holiday).
 It is open every day during the period of Sakura Matsuri.

Sakuranosato Store & Cafe
Located in Funaoka Castle Ruins Park
Tel: 0224-87-7101 / Hours: 9:00–17:00 
Closed on Mondays

※ 

(or the following day when Monday is a national holiday). 
It is open every day during the period of Sakura Matsuri.

Walnut and 
Bean Paste
“Kurumi-an”

Crispy “Croquettes”

Goke Seiniku-ten
Funaokachuo 2-6-38, Shibata-machi
Tel: 0224-54-2326 / Hours: 9:00–19:00
Closed on Sundays and public holidays
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(The Temple of the East) 
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Bathing in cherry blossoms, there is an ancient shrine—a place 
where many people have turned to have their wishes fulfilled. In the 
warship hall of this shrine, you can see old ema—wooden pictures 
containing someone’s prayers and wishes expressed in a metaphori-
cal scene. Great warriors of old times, scenes from kabuki, swans—
see how Japanese of the past expressed their desires to the gods!

Otakayama Shrine
Get to know people of the past a little better.

Address: Daibu 2-1, Kanagase, Ogawara-machi
Tel: 0224-52-1382 / Access: 10-minute drive from Ogawara Station (3.5km)

Located on the bank of the Shiroishi River, Hanshoin is especially 
beautiful in the spring, when you can enjoy a view of the cherry 
trees right from the temple. There are many adorable statues in 
the temple, too—a 1000-year-old statue of Amida Buddha, a 16th 
century statue of Shakyamuni Buddha from Myanmar and a statue 
of boddhisattva Kannon with a lovely heart-mark on her face!

Hanshoin
Remind yourself that the world is 
a wonderful place.

Address: Machi 254, Ogawara-machi / Tel: 0224-52-2415
Access: 8-minute walk from Ogawara Station (650m)

 (The Temple of the West) 

Tortoises carved on the Saishoin gates refer to the temple’s 
Sango (the name of the metaphorical site upon which the 
temple is located)—“a mountain of the treasure tortoise,” but 
they also remind us of the pond that used to be here. Visit to 
view the majestic garden created by the abbot of Saishoin and 
to pay homage to the grave of Kaijiro Takayama, who donated 
the cherry trees to Ogawara-machi.

Saishoin
Remind yourself that everything has its origin.

Address: Nishiura 229, Ogawara-machi / Tel: 0224-53-2309
Access: 10-minute walk from Ogawara Station (800m)

There is a large temple called Daikoji not far from Funaoka Station. 
In a cave behind the main building, five hundred small statues of 
rakans—Buddha’s disciples—are enshrined. All of these statues were 
carved by a single monk in an effort to stop the plague. Imagine this 
brave man sitting in the cave and carving the statues one by one, 
praying for his beloved town and its people!

Daikoji Temple
Here is where you can witness 
what a single man can do.

Address: Funaoka-minami 1-1-7, Shibata-machi
Tel: 0224-55-1173 / Access: 10-minute walk from Funaoka Station (700m)
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